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fused with the mother image. This is true not only of the
individual case, but still more in a historical sense. It is the
absolute experience of the ancestral line, an organic truth as
unequivocal as the relation of the sexes to one another.
Thus there naturally exists in the archetype, in the collectively
inherited mother-image, that extraordinary intensity of
relationship which first impels the child instinctively to cling
to its mother. With the passing of years, the man grows
naturally away from tlie mother; provided, of course, that
he is no longer in a condition of almost animal-like primitivity,
but has attained a certain degree of consciousness and
culture, but he does not outgrow the archetype in the same
natural way. If he is merely instinctive, his life will run on
without choice, since freedom of will always presupposes con-
sciousness. It will proceed according to unconscious laws,
and there will be no deviation from the archetype. But if
consciousness exists of a certain degree of effectiveness, then
the conscious content will always be overvalued at the cost
of the unconscious. From this comes the illusion that iii
separating from the mother nothing has happened except
that one has ceased to be the child of this individual woman.
The conscious, indeed, only recognizes contents that are
individually acquired. Thus it recognizes the individual
mother only, and knows nothing of the fact that she is also
the eternal mother, the bearer and representative of the
archetype. But the release from the mother is adequate only
if the archetype also is included. The same of course is true
of the liberation from the father.
The development of consciousness, and therewith a relative
freedom of the will, naturally conditions the possibility of
deviating from the archetype, and, therefore, from instinct.
If the deviation begins, a dissociation between the conscious
and the unconscious ensues, and then the perceptible and
usually very unpleasant activity of the unconscious begins.
This takes the form of a symptomatic expression of
an inner unconscious fixation. Situations then develop

